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i The next meeting will be on Saturday 11th October 2008 at the Warners Bay Guide Hall with a
Committee Meeting commencing at 9-30 am.
Please bring your favourite bonsai or a tree in training for the display table.

1 Since the last meeting we have had a bonsai viewing at Gr
botanical gardens on Sunday 21st. The day at
great food and delightful company. Thanks to Greg, Karen, Cody and all their extended family for
looking after us so well.

About a dozen members went to the Hunter Region Botanic Gardens on Sunday 21st where a
steady stream of visitors watched us work on trees and watched Michael and Sam do some

carving. The location was a bit hot but the weather was perfect and we had a great day. Thanks to
President David and his family for their extr
sure David had a kitchen sink there somewhere.

i Thebustripto t he School Of Bons ail be®hiB8WOcmber. We wiltalsdgs to
Bonsai Environment at Vineyard. Cost is $20 per seat. So start saving for the shopping spree.

The bus will pick up at the normal locations: Hexham at 7.00am, Charlestown at 7.15am,
Swansea at 7.30am and Ourimbah at 8.00am. These are approximate times only but the bus will
not leave before these times unless everyone is on board. Please let us know where you will be
boarding the bus and pay in advance at the next meeting. Take your own lunch.

i Worm Juice. Noah has a good supply of worm juice from his worm farm. This is, | believe, very
good fertilizer. If you would like some, ask Noah at the next meeting.

i Classified Ads . It has been suggested that we might have a Classified Ads section in the
newsletter for members who have something to sell or give away or who need to buy something.
Please let us know if you think this is a good idea or if you would like to place an ad. See Geoff at
the next meeting. We may start this in the November issue.

i Door raffle at the last meeting was one by Jerry (two prizes) and Sam.

i Workshop on the 8 ™ November with Tony Bebb - a couple of spots left. Only $20.

i Annual Membership Fees were due on 1% July. $52 single membership and $57 family. If you

have not paid your Membership Fee you officially became unfinancial on 31* August. So please
pay Treasurer Graham as soon as possible.

NEWCASTLE BONSAI SOCIETY
Newcastle Bonsai Society meets on the second Saturday of every month at the Warners Bay Guide Hall, cnr Burton
Rd and Lamington Drive, Mt. Hutton. A bonsai workshop commences at 10.30 am and usually includes a demon-
stration. There will be a committee meeting commencing at 9.30am and all members are welcome to attend.

www.newcastlebonsai.org.au
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Chinese Gardens in Svdney

Late April this year saw a large
envelope from the Chinese Gardens
in Darling Harbour management
people arrive addressed to the club
via my address. The contents proved
to be a letter and assorted brochures
extolling the delights of those
gardens.

As Wendy and I were going to be in
Sydney for a Sydney Swans’ match,
we decided to have a stroll around
and check it out.

N %‘3

We had not been into the gardens for at
least eight or more years yet regularly
caught fleeting glimpses from the outside
when travelling on the monorail while
gadding about in Sydney. Using that as a
guide we were expecting things to have
changed considerably over those years of
absence. Once inside, to say that we were
impressed with how much every shrub and
tree had grown would be an
understatement. It now exhibits the form of
a more mature Chinese Garden. The beauty
and serenity was awesome. There are
plenty of alcoves and seats to view the
various forms of landscapes depicted from
many angles, each giving a different feel to
that feature.

Considering the Gardens are situated
in the CBD and adjacent to the
Tumbalong Park precinct, it is an
oasis of serenity in the cacophony of
modern life and well worth taking
the time to visit when you get down
to Sydney next time. There is also a
permanent Penjing display just
inside the entrance.
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INTERVIEW WITH DOROTHY KORESHOFF
By Penny
| was at the Bonsai Society of Australia exhibition last week-end and met (among many lovely people) Dorothy
Koreshoff. She, very kindly consented to answer a couple of questions for me. Dorothy needs no introduction.

1 What got you interested in Bonsai?

My husband was the first person in Australia to bonsai trees. When we met, | was more interested in the man
than his hobby. | met him at fifteen.

 How long have you been working with them?

9 Since 1949.

9 What was your first tree?

] 1 canot remember . | just worked on his trees and d

I What different types of bonsai do you have?

9 Everything suitable.

What is your favourite bonsai and why?

f One thatos b eiconetwithfgood structuset y 1 e d

f what is the most di fficult bonsai youbve worked on

f For me thereds no such thing as a difficult tree,

9 Are there any styles more suitable for some trees and not others?

I Possibly, but | love a challenge. | allow the tree to dictate its form.

I Do you have an opinion on suitability of pots to styles and types of trees?

i 1do like free-form. If you have the more formal style, a good Japanese pot is suitable. Japanese masterpieces
are usually placed in ancient, antique Chinese pots. The big no-no is Japanese Black Pines in shiny blue
octagonal pots. They were for Gai jin (meaning foreign devils). Japanese Black Pines mean fidelity and long

life. Fidelity is signified by the two needles in a sheath, joined and from between the two needles, comes
the new shoot (new generation). One needle never falls on its own, they always fall together.

But at the same time, when we give Christmas Bush at Christmas time, the Japanese give a Black Pine in
an octagonal blue pot for New Year (long life for a new year).

I What is your opinion on soil types or potting mixes?

i It has to be more porous than any other. We use crushed gravel (not round river gravel) 50/50 with humus and

cow manure or dynamic lifter.

9 What fertilizers do you use and when do you use them?

9 Onthe whole, we like dynamic lifter. Cow manure is quicker to decompose. Horse manure takes longer.

9 Do you have any problems with diseases?

9 Ifind that the healthier the tree the less diseases attack.

Do you have any other problems do deal with?

9 Theft! The best scenario happened about thirty years ago when Blue Spruce were big. A man put one in his
garden. The next day, it was gone. He bought another and put it in attached to a chain, the end of which
was concreted into the ground. The next day, it was gone too, so he gave up.

f  What is important to remember when working with a particular specimen?

f Respect the tree. ltds how you perceive the medium

What, in your opinion, is a good tree for beginners to start with?

I Figs and Olives, Junipers, privet.

What basic tools do you think are indispensable? What tools do you use most?

I Scissors and potting stick are all you need at the start. As you and your tree mature, you will need to buy more

and buy quality.

f what havendét you yet done with bonsai, that you wo

 Make money.

9 Any advice for beginners?

il Learn the rules, then break them.

Well that was a good note to finish on! Thank you very much, Dorothy, for such an informative and enjoyable inter-

view.
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