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Newsletter 

  

N E W C A S T L E  B O N S A I  S O C I E T Y  
Newcastle Bonsai Society meets on the second Saturday of every month at the Warners Bay Guide Hall Cnr Burton 
Rd and Lamington Drive, Mt. Hutton. A bonsai workshop commences at 10.30 a.m. which usually includes a dem-
onstration.  There will be a committee meeting commencing at 9.30am and all members are welcome to attend.     
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¶ The next meeting and workshop will be on Saturday 11th April 2009 at the Warners Bay Guide Hall.  

Committee meeting at 9.30am and workshop from about 10.30am.  All members are welcome to attend 
the committee meeting but cannot vote, of course. 
 

¶ Last Meeting,  Maree from the Australian Native Plants Society gave us an excellent talk on using Australian 

natives as bonsai.  The display table was full to overflowing and there were even some Australian natives on 

display.  Of course, the display table is never really full as it can always be extended.  Great to see so many 
trees on display.  Please keep it up!  If you did not bring something for display last meeting then this meeting 
it is your  turn. 
 

¶ Olive Dig 18 April .  An olive dig has been arranged for Saturday 18th April meeting at Townhead Park 

Singleton at 9am (the first park on the left as you come into Singleton) and then we all head out together for 
the dig.  If you like honey this can be purchased from the landowner at a small cost.  This is open to anyone, 
members or non-members. Bring along some tools for digging, a saw and something to take your trees home 
in.  If it is hot, a hat and sunscreen may be needed as well as some drinking water. 
 

¶ Bonsai by The Harbour.  BFA Northern Inc. will be running a weekend of demonstrations on  
13-14 June at Shore C of E Grammar Schoolôs Rowing facility, 86 Wharf Rd, Gladesville.   
Secretary has more information. 
 

¶ Raffle winners at the last meeting were Wayne, Margaret Mc and Geoff. 
  

¶ AABC Vacant Executive Positions.   Three positions on the AABC executive will become vacant 
this year and elections for these positions will be held at the National Conference in May.  

 The vacant positions are Vice President, Secretary and Publicity Officer and Secretary Geoff has 
detailed job descriptions and requirements for the positions as well as a nomination form. 

 Nominations close on 20 April.  If you are interested in standing for any of these positions, please 
see Geoff for details. 

 

¶ Newcastle Bonsai Society Executive And Committee Positions.   This year we will elect our 

executive and committee at the Annual General Meeting on 8th August.  The people doing  
 these jobs are nearing the end of a two-year term and at least some of them may not wish to serve 

another two years.  Please think about what you may be able to contribute to the running of  
 your club and if you would like to be more involved, please speak to David or Geoff as soon as 

possible.  Even if you are unsure, please come and discuss what the job entails and what your  
 commitment might be.  August is only four months away. 
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Pennyôs Report on Peterôs Demonstration in February: 
HOW TO STYLE A JUNIPER  

By Peter C.  
To style a Juniper Squamata reasonably cheaply, one from Bunnings is suitable. They will give a 
good result fairly quickly.I know when I first started, I thought I had a good tree. It was about 
1.5m and ended up about 30cms. 
Back to these trees. The first one has a thick trunk at the bottom and plenty of branches for op-
tions. Peter began by wiring the main trunk, usually at about a 45º angle. He said not to worry 
too much about not crossing wires or wiring perfectly. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Itôs always better to look at the trunk first and see which way it wants to go. Then make your de-
cision and work the branches to fit what you have decided for the style. If it already has curves in 
the trunk, you can then exaggerate them. You can then take off the branches you donôt need. 
ñHow do you know which ones to cut off?ò was a query. ñA bit of practiceò was the answer. Basi-
cally you have a design in mind so you cut off what you know doesnôt fit the design. Cleaning out 
the stuff you donôt need gives you a better look at what you have to work with. Usually start wir-
ing from the bottom and work your way up, but with this one, there are a lot of branches at the 
top which need to be sorted out first, so Iôll wire up here first. After Iôve wired all the branches, Iôll 
go back and cut back the foliage to condense the foliage pads. These trees are good to work 
with as they grow back quickly and usually donôt cost too much, so if you kill it, you havenôt lost a 
lot of money. 
When you wire two branches at a time, it gives a bit more stability to them both. You can also 
use the wire to twist the branches a little, eg. If the foliage is slightly below where you want it, you 
can twist it back up ï after you wire it. I usually leave the wire on for about 6 months, but if it 
grows too quickly and the wire starts to cut in, I will take it off and re-wire in the reverse way to 
what it was originally. The other thing you need to think about before you work on the tree, is to 
let it dry out a bit which makes the branches more flexible and less inclined to break when you 
move them into position. 
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With the second tree, it started out about 
1.0m wide and Peter proceeded to cut it 
back to 10.0cms before wiring it up. He 
said he had enough cascades and semi-
cascades at home. This will give you an 
idea of what you can do with it. Just be-
cause it looks like a cascade, you donôt 
have to go with that idea. Even though I 
cut off most of it, there are still plenty of 
choices with the branches that are left. It 
is said that when you prune the top, you 
should prune the same off the roots. I 
donôt bother with that, I like to prune less 
off the roots to allow the tree to recover 
faster. When wiring branches, you donôt have to have them dead straight with a tuft of foliage at 
the end. You can put a few bends into it which gives it more interest and brings the foliage closer 
to the trunk. 
To make a jin, itôs just a matter of cutting off  the bark at the base of the branch then giving it a bit 
of a squeeze. The bark then slips off easily. Then using jinning pliers or ordinary pliers, rip bits of 
the wood off to give it a more natural look. To add more interest, I will put a few more bends into 
it (this was accompanied by the sound of several gasps from the audience). When you read 
about bonsai, the books say to place branches in certain areas, but sometimes thatôs not possi-
ble. For example, you donôt place branches on the inside of curves but on this tree, there are 
some and it suits the style of this tree to leave them. If you are using Junipers, you need to be 
prepared to do a lot of pinching back of the foliage for them to look good. Anything growing un-
derneath can be cut off, then pinch the foliage pads back. Iôve left a few thin branches at the top 
and they look out of proportion. I will leave them to thicken up before I cut them back to fit the 
size of the bonsai. 
And there you have two instant bonsai in just a short space of time. 

The National Bonsai & Penjing Collection Of Australia in Canberra.    
Every year, the NBPCA borrow about half of the trees that they have available for display.   
The curator, Grant Bowie, is now putting together a loan program for next year and is interested 
 in speaking to people who have suitable trees so that he can arrange to borrow a tree or two for 
 the collection .  Trees are selected by a committee of seven with representatives from all states 
 and would, I presume, be required for a full year for display.   
The display building is purpose-built with high security.   
It is staffed by a full-time curator and a team of enthusiastic volunteers from local (Canberra) 
bonsai clubs.  The trees would be well cared for and secure.  If you have trees suitable for 
inclusion in the National Collection (and many of our members do), please see Geoff Farris for 
details of how to arrange this. 

BONSAI FOR SALE! 
 

Betty Jeffress, a former member  of Newcastle Bonsai Society, 
would like to sell her bonsai collection.   If you are interested, 
please ring Betty on  49516583 to make an appointment. 


