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Newsletter 

  

N E W C A S T L E  B O N S A I  S O C I E T Y  
Newcastle Bonsai Society meets on the second Saturday of every month at the Warners Bay Guide Hall Cnr Burton 
Rd and Lamington Drive, Mt. Hutton. A bonsai workshop commences at 10.30 a.m. which usually includes a dem-
onstration.  There will be a committee meeting commencing at 9.30am and all members are welcome to attend.     

www.newcastlebonsai.org.au                      
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NEWCASTLE BONSAI SOCIETY 

¶ The next meeting and workshop will be on Saturday 8th August 2009 at the Warners Bay 
Guide Hall.  Committee meeting is at 9.30am and this month we will be holding our AGM 
from about 10.30am.  All members are welcome to attend the committee meeting but 
cannot vote. Of course all members are invited and expected to attend the AGM. 
 

¶ AGM.  This meeting will be our Annual General Meeting.  It is not too late to nominate 
yourself, or someone else, for a position on the committee or for one of the executive 
positions.  If everybody says no, the club will cease to exist. 
  

¶ Newsletter .  Baden has very kindly offered to do the newsletter and so this will be my last 
one, although most of this one has been written by Penny and Bob for which I thank them 
very much.  Contributions from members make the job a lot easier and regular contributors 
Penny, Bob  and David have made it much easier for me.  Perhaps other members could 
also contribute articles so that Badenôs job will involve more editing and less writing.   
 

¶ 2009 Show.    As you know, our show this year will be on from Friday 30 October to 
Sunday 1 November.  Unfortunately, the venue is not available to us on Sunday afternoon 
and we will close to the public at 12 noon on Sunday. Leaflets will be available at the 
August meeting and we will need people to take a bundle and drop them off at their local 
nursery or anywhere else where there may be people who are interested. 
 

¶ Library .  Our library has a comprehensive collection of books, magazines and videos for 
the use of members. Just see our librarian Bev if you would like to borrow something.  
Please return items promptly as some of them are very popular.  There are many copies of 
Bonsai Today missing.  So please have a look around and see if you have a few that you 
have forgotten about. 
 

¶ Wire, Tools & Shirts.  The Secretary has wire for sale at meetings (1mm to 5mm) and will 
also order tools for you if you need them.  Club shirts are also available for about $25 and 
should be worn at the show so that visitors recognise our members and know who to ask 
for advice or information. 



2 

Good Things Come In Small Packages  

 
If you prefer your Bonsai BIG, donôt bother reading any further, skip to the next page because what follows 

will do nothing for you.  

The collection of Fujita san in Ube, while being large in number and located in a small (large by Japanese 

standards) yard, poses little problem when individual trees need to be moved around. These minis are fantastic. 

They amount to the best private collection of Minis that I have seen bar none. As a mini enthusiast, it was hard 

to decide which tree not to admire. A small number of larger trees were also in evidence. They too were of the 

highest quality. Fujita san proudly informed us that he ñplays withò his trees every day now that he is retired. 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  Overview of the collection       Bench level perspective  
 

 

  
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Fantastic deciduous ramification. Okamoto san, Myako & Wendy with nibbles.            Fujita san showing pots that he made!  

 

 

Just think of how many more trees your collection could have!  

May all your Bonsai be small and manageable!  
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DEMONSTRATION by PHAM BAO KHANH LINH 
  
 During our July meeting, we were fortunate to be able to watch a demonstration on assembling miniature 
landscapes by Pham Bao Khanh Linh. Linh is a garden designer from western Sydney. He prefers to call his sculp-
tures miniature landscapes rather than bonsai. Nowadays, we have smaller backyards (or bigger houses) and less 
time to spend in our yards. We also have to consider lack of water and costs involved in landscaping our home 
sites. Linh has come up with an ideal solution to this problem. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
With his demonstration, Linh went from this.................................. to this in two hours.  
 
 
 
And here is one he prepared earlier. The rocks are  
imported from China, the dark one (two glued together)  
came from a friend and the lighter rocks are from Bonsai 
South Nursery. They are made up of several smaller  
pieces glued together. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Starting with a selection of interesting rock formations and several prepared bonsai ï this setting comprised three 
separate ñrocksò, Linh placed the trees on the rocks then stood back to see how the effect looked.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Once the composition had been decided on, Linh removed all the 
soil from the roots and placed the trees in water to which Seasol  
has been added. Linh has a mixture of clay, sand, moss and Seasol 
which is used to grow the trees in. He then sprayed the rock to help 
the clay mixture to stick to it. This mixture is smeared over the area 
where the trees are to be planted.  
 
 
 


