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Newsletter 

  

N E W C A S T L E  B O N S A I  S O C I E T Y  
Newcastle Bonsai Society meets on the second Saturday of every month at the Warners Bay Guide Hall Cnr Burton 
Rd and Lamington Drive, Mt. Hutton. A bonsai workshop commences at 10.30 a.m. which usually includes a dem-
onstration.  There will be a committee meeting commencing at 9.30am and all members are welcome to attend.     

www.newcastlebonsai.org.au                      
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     PRESIDENT: David Wood (49 664 312)         SECRETARY: Geoff Farris (49 529 376) 
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NEWCASTLE BONSAI SOCIETY 

¶ The next meeting and Christmas Party will be on Saturday 12th December 2009 at the 
Warners Bay Guide Hall.  Committee meeting is at 9.30am  All members are welcome to 
attend the committee meeting but cannot vote 

 

¶ Christmas Party .12th December -yes its that time of year again! It will be the same format 
as last year ie. Hot sliced meats with a selection of salads all provided free to members, 
bring your own drinks. The Dutch Auction will be held again as it has now become 
somewhat of a traditionï as is the Bonsai Christmas Tree Competition.  

 

 For the Dutch Auction bring along anything that you have that is surplus to your needs 
 and somebody will buy it!! You donôt receive any money for it as profits go toward offsetti
 ng the costs of the food etc but expect a lot of fun and some very serious bidding.  

 

 The Decorated Christmas Tree Competition is very competitive. Just decorate a bonsai in 
 a ñChristmasò fashion. There is a Highly sought after ñPerpetual Trophyô for this event 
 which could grace your home for the next year ( BIG HINT: Lights are a big Advantage!!) 

 

¶ Our Annual Bonsai Exhibition was a great success. The Saturday nite drinks gathering is 
becoming quite popular and was well attended again. Thanks to all those who helped set 
up, pull down and man entry tables and the sales table. Tho numbers were down from past 
years we still had a very satisfactory turnout. 

  

¶ Newsletter .  Baden is now the Newsletter Editor if you have any articles or contributions for 
consideration, please email them to him at bonsaidruid@yahoo.com.au.   
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The 22
nd

 National AABC Bonsai Convention 
ñShine on Bonsaiò 

                                  Royal on the Park Brisbane City           by David Wood 

Continued from Last Month 

 

Next on the program was Brenda Parker this was a talk and a power point presen-

tation on Suieki and how to make a daiza Sorry on pictures. 

Then to finish of Lindsay Bebb   

Lindsay used an old Juniper which had long ago died as the base for a new tree.  

He carved out a track into which he placed a new juniper, not sure of the type -may 

be a Procumbens . The old trunk he used this was protected by a product to stop 

rot called Thompsonôs Water Seal as shown in the pictures. The new trunk was 

screwed in place with half a dozen screws for a firm hold the finished tree looked 

good but more work will be required after time. 
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Photoes from 
our    Annual 
show,  
 
October 30 to  Novem-
ber 1 2009 
 
Courtesy of  Grahame 
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           * New Carving Tool Attachments Just In* 

                 (As seen by past European Demonstrators)        

 
From : Bonsai Design Holland,  www.samurai.nl 
 

Samurai 6mm shaft  - $259 ( Very powerful & efficient in bulk clearing of wood) 

 

Samurai jr 6mm shaft - $173 ( Ideal for detailed work in difficult places) 

 

Ninja 6mm shaft  - $199 (For work on medium and large size trees where precision & accuracy are needed) 

 

Shogun short 6mm shaft  - $168  ( Long length  carving attachment of 62mm, enables insertation deep into the 

tree to create Saba miki) 

 

Shogun long 6mm shaft   - $188 (As per Shogun short) 

 

(For pictures and additional information see above website)  

 For purchase enquiries phone number as above or email: raynescibonsai@bigpond.com 

JOBS for DECEMBER 
By Penny 

 
If you have been feeding your fig trees well, you can defoliate now by cutting off all the leaves 
including the petiole (small stalk between the leaf and stem). Pruning and/or defoliation (only on 
healthy trees) can still be done now eg. Figs, maples, wisteria, chinese elms. 
Any trees with delicate leaves, eg. Maples, liquidambers, should be put in a sheltered position 
in case of sun or wind burn. 
Keep the water up to your trees and donôt let them dry out. Some trees eg wisteria, willows and 
banksia should be kept sitting in a tray of water. 
Cuttings can be taken now that the spring growth has hardened off sufficiently. 
Do not trim crepe myrtles anymore or you wonôt get any flowers. 
If you are going on holidays, leave re-potting until your return as aftercare is most important. 
This could be a good time to look at your trees and decide if you really want them all or are able 
to comfortably manage them. Those you find you can do without, you can sell or give to a friend 

who is starting out or donate them to your club for re-sale or raffle.. 
 
 A big thank you to all those members who offered and helped me carry all my pots 

and junk into the exhibition and then back out to my car again at the end of the exhibi-
tion. It made all the difference to me and my aching back. Penny.  
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Kunio Kobayashi ï Edogawa, Tokyo, Japan  
 

While visiting Japan in February 2009, we visited the Bonsai nursery and Bonsai Museum of 
Kunio Kobayashi in Edogawa Ward in eastern Tokyo.  In 2005 and 2006, Mr Kobayashi dem-
onstrated at the Springtime Flora Festival at Kariong.  Gosford has a sister city relationship 
with Edogawa and the Japanese garden at the Gosford Arts Centre was a gift from the people 
of Edogawa.  Mr Kobayashi has established his museum in a purpose-built traditional Japa-
nese building with many rooms, each of which has a tokonoma with a regularly changing dis-
play.  Mr Kobayashi has won many of the top competitions and awards for bonsai in Japan and 
has travelled all over the world teaching.  His museum and nursery had on display some of the 
best bonsai that we saw in Japan and I think my description cannot do it justice.  Just look at 
the photos. 
 

 
In these tokonoma and those below, all of the elements have significance, including the posts 
which are often the remains of an important tree which was venerated while alive and has now 
been given a place of honour.  Note the natural light in below right photo. 
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These are some of the trees on display and for sale in the nursery ï only a few that I photo-
graphed.  Mr Kobayashiôs book is in our library if you would like to see more.  You may need to 
ask Bev to reserve it for you as I think it is very popular. 
 

   
 

 
 
 
The visit to Kobayashiôs was a wonderful experience and I recommend it to anyone planning to 
go to Japan.  If you visit no other bonsai nursery you should visit this one. 
 

Geoff Farris  


