NEWCASTLE BONSAI SOCIE

Newsletter

The next meeting and workshopwill be on Saturday 11th July 2009 at the Warners Bay Guidg
Hall. Committee meeting at 9.30am and workshop from about 10.30am. All members are welcon
attend the committee meeting but cannot vote, of course.

Report from our committee meeting June 2009 from President David

The first thing is our show which is on thé"3hd 3 October also the®INovember. The 30will be set
up tables and displays. Once completed it will be open to the public at 1pm. Sunday has been sh
due to the club having other commitments. Times for Sunday will be 9am to 12 midday.

We will need lots of trees as we have a couple of our members away and these members usually
quite a few trees. We have atiee r ai ni ng section so dondot be
meetings before the show to refine them. There will be tips available from members to help you w,
to show and display your trees.

Next meeting we will be having a demonstrator from Sydney. Some of you may have been on the
to his place and so you know what is in store for the rest of us.

So this is a dondét miss demonstration. It w
This will be followed by a BBQ put on by the club. There is no cost for the BBQ but you will need t
bring your own drinks (tea and coffee supplied as normal). There may be soup for lunch. So bring
On 25" July Beverley W will be having a sales day at her place. Bev is selling most of her trees, n
missed. Also on the same day Peter C has offered to open his garden and trees for us to see. The

addresses and maps will be available at the next meeting. See back page for details.

Good Moss. A former member of NBS, Ann Grant, is about to remove a tennis court that is cove
with very good moss If you would like some, please call Ann on 4933 0402 to arrange a visit.

Raffle winners at the last meeting wederry, Rita and Shirley .

Annual Fees Are Now Due Annual Fees fall due on 1st July and to remain financial you must
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by the end of August. So please see treasurer Graham at the next meeting. $52 single, $57 famijy and :

for junior membership.

AGM in August. Dono6t forget the AGM. PIeasNaOWhovInine

NEWCASTLE BONSAI SOCIETY
Newcastle Bonsai Society meets on the second Saturday of every month at the Warners Bay Guide Hall Cnr Burton
Rd and Lamington Drive, Mt. Hutton. A bonsai workshop commences at 10.30 a.m. which usually includes a dem-
onstration. There will be a committee meeting commencing at 9.30am and all members are welcome to attend.
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JOBS for JULY
Winter is a good time to clean up. Give your potting area and benches a good scrub to
remove the build-up of mildew, mould, grime and sediment. Some bleach in the water will
help with that and also help to control bugs and diseases as well as making everything look
brighter. Also, pick up dead leaves and other rubbish from pots and branches to reduce the
possibility of harbouring insects over Winter.
Keep rotating your trees to give them even sun coverage. This will help to stimulate and
promote strong, vigorous growth in Spring.
This is also a good time to have a really good look at your trees i especially deciduous
varieties to plan for future development. It is a good idea to take photos, make a sketch and
write down notes on each tree to help you remember what you had planned when the
correct time comes to take action. Adjustments can be made with deciduous trees now
that the structure can be seen more easily without leaf cover. Study the structure of your
tree and think about maybe altering something about it to change it from an ordinary tree in
a pot to a piece of art. If you are not sure, bring it along to a meeting and ask for advice.
Basic structure, silhouette and trunkline should be checked and changed to conform to the
style of the tree. When wiring deciduous trees, take great care, as the branches are brittle.
Dondot forget to take ti mei deoidusus tteestngarticulaa n d
often look their best in Winter.
BRING SOME TREES TO THE MEETING TO START PREPARING THEM FOR THE
NOVICE SECTION IN OUR UP-COMING EXHIBITION!
Plan now for the busy re-potting season ahead and decide which trees need re-potting and
in which order to re-pot them. If you have a large number of treestore-pot , 1t 0s
make a list in order of priority as it will get too hectic to do them all at the same time T late
Winter, just before bud-swell. Try to keep the same varieties in the same place in your
garden as some species enjoy more Winter sun than others, some are more tolerant of
wind than others. If your trees are in a shady position, you can place them in full sun now
and not have to worry about sunburn.
Let the soil dry out a l|ittle before wate
year but dry weather and wind, especially, will take moisture out of the soil, so keep an eye
on that.
Conifers and pines can still be wired now.
When re-potting, watch out for curl-grubs 1 the larvae of black beetles. They are fat white

grubs with yellow legsand mouth-part s. To get rid of them
poison or, alternatively, you can dunk the tree in its pot into a container of water for about
an hour. Those that dondét drown will c¢come

give them to the birds.

Finally, sit in front of a fire or heater and catch up on reading bonsai books and magazines.
We have an excellent library i make use of it! The more information and knowledge you
have, the better youdll understand and be
one species and read up on it and study it until you know everything about it. Once you are
familiar with it, you can then concentrate on the artistic side of the design.

DONOGT FORGET TO BRI NG SOME TREES ALONG TO T
PREPARE THEM FOR SHOWING. We only have a short time left to get them ready.

A couple of websites Azalea lovers, in particular, will like to see.
http://cid-5¢c2bbe8223ddbf8d.skydrive.li

Two sites will show up and both are good.
The first one has a couple of links worth looking at and the second one make an interesting read
when you hit the translate button.
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http://cid-5c2bbe8223ddbf8d.skydrive.li

The 22" National AABC Bonsai Convention

AShine on Bonsai o0
Royal on the Park Brisbane City by David Wood

We started the convention with a demonstratiofi dayy Bebb.

Tony worked on a large and old Juniper which needed a lot of work
you can see from the picture on the right all of the foliage is at the
of the branches. To start with Tony needed to bend the trunk to get
movement in it. He started first by splitting the trunk. Tony used the
arbortec with a narrow cutting tool to make clean cuts down either
of the trunk then he used trunk / branch splitters to split the trunk.
this was completed he wrapped the side he needed with raffia whic
soaking in water. This was wrapped as tightly as possible. He
removed the other side which had another branch attached. This w
used after trimming to repair the root system. The branch that was tightly wrapped was bent into

and held in place by a guide wire.

Tree is now shorter and with movement

The removed branch is attached to
improve the root system

shape
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The next demonstrator wagilliam Valavanis

over 20 years, Bill
has spent his life studying, teaching and promoting Bonsai.

with Yuiji
Yoshimura, and later moved to Japan to study Bonsai, Saike

development in Bonsai here.

Bill carried out work on a Black Pine removing all unwan
branches, repositioning branches with the use of wire. Bi
uses copper wire not sissy wire, his words (aluminium wi
About Black Pines, there are many varieties of Black Pin
When looking to buy, look for trees which have white
candles as these are the most pure variety of Black Pine
Candles come in many different shades ranging from wh
red and black. White are also the most dominant variety
the best growth.

Bill carried out a major bend on one of the lower branches
meets the trunk. Cutting above the branch and bending thg

and the trunk was filled with sealing paste.
Bill first started with a talk about Bonsai and its history with|
the use of the large screers very professional display.

His knowledge is remarkable. If Bill ever returns to Australi
he should not be missed.

using a curved chisel to chisel into the tree where the brang

Bill Valavanis - Bill has over 40 years experience in Bonsai, and
is a renowned and respected Bonsai Artist worldwide. He hag
been to Oz before, but that was 20 years ago. Best known hgre for
his magazine, International Bonsai, which has been in print fpr

Graduating with a major in Ornamental Horticulture, Bill studied

and

Ikebana, where he earned a Masters Teaching Certificate. HE is
excited about returning to Australia, and seeing the changesjand

branch holding in place with wire, the gap between the brapch

-




The first day finished off with two demonstrateriGhris Di Nola who we all know andan Lawson. lan
started bonsai in 1970 and has a passion for miniatures. Both Chris and lan worked on Junipers.
worked on a Procumbens and lan Sargentii.

Chris




