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Newsletter 

  

N E W C A S T L E  B O N S A I  S O C I E T Y  
Newcastle Bonsai Society meets on the second Saturday of every month at the Warners Bay Guide Hall Cnr Burton 
Rd and Lamington Drive, Mt. Hutton. A bonsai workshop commences at 10.30 a.m. which usually includes a dem-
onstration.  There will be a committee meeting commencing at 9.30am and all members are welcome to attend.     
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¶ The next meeting and workshop will be on Saturday 14th March 2009 at the Warners Bay Guide Hall.  

Committee meeting at 9.30am and workshop from about 10.30am.  All members are welcome to attend 
the committee meeting but cannot vote, of course. 
 

¶ This meeting we will be hosting a member of the Australian Native Plant Society, Maree, who will be 
talking about Aussie Native plants, their care and different uses e.g. in landscaping.  So let's make this 
special for her by having part of the display table, if not most, dedicated to Aussie Native Bonsai.  So if 
you have some bring and display them.   If you don't have natives any tree will do. 
 

¶ Last Meeting .  Peter carried out the demonstration at the last meeting showing two different junipers 
and what can be done with them.  The final result was two great little bonsai.  Thanks Peter for a great 
Demonstration. 
 

¶ Newsletter Editor, Shane , and his wife have had a son.  Congratulations to you both.  Shane is a bit 
busy at the moment and this newsletter has been produced by Secretary Geoff with a bit of help from 
David and Penny.  Shane will be back at meetings soon when he gets over the sleepless nights.   
But he says it is all good. 
 

¶ An olive dig  has been arranged for Saturday 18th April meeting at Townhead Park Singleton at 9am 
and then we all head out together for the dig.  If you like honey this can be purchased from the 
landowner at a small cost. 
 

¶ Raffle winners at the last meeting were Vivien, Jerry (what, again?) and Gloria. 
 

¶ Newsletter Contributions.   If anyone knows of dates and events that can be included in the Diary 
Dates section of the newsletter, please tell Shane or any of the committee members and we can include 
it in the next newsletter.   Or any article, of course, e.g. Bonsai nursery visited, your special tree, etc. 
 

¶ Bonsai by The Harbour.  BFA Northern Inc. will be running a weekend of demonstrations titled Bonsai 
by The Harbour on 13-14 June at Shore C of E Grammar Schoolôs Rowing facility, 86 Wharf Rd, 
Gladesville.  Secretary has more information. 
 

¶ Peter Adams.  In July , the School Of Bonsai will host English bonsai guru, Peter Adams.  He will be 
demonstrating at their Ideas Summit  on 4-5 July and will also be conducting a series of full-day 
workshops at Ray Nesciôs nursery.  Dates not finalised yet.  Stay tuned. 
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Visit to Ube   
         Written by Geoff Farris 

Bob, Wendy and I have recently returned from a three-week holiday in Japan where we saw 
some of the most spectacular bonsai and were overwhelmed by the warmth and generosity of 
the people we met.  We arrived in Osaka on 31st January and stayed there a few days before 
travelling to Newcastleôs sister city, Ube, on Tuesday 3rd February. 
As most of you will be aware, the Ube branch of the Japan Bonsai Society have always been 
good friends of Newcastle Bonsai Society and we have regularly exchanged correspondence 
and gifts for many years.  They send us a box of bonsai calendars every year. 
Ube is in Yamaguchi-ken (i.e. Yamaguchi prefecture, the westernmost prefecture on the main  
island of Honshu), about 300km west of Osaka.  We travelled to Yamaguchi City on the  
Shinkansen (bullet train) and then took a local train to Ube arriving at 1337 (the exact time 
shown in the timetableðjust like NSW railways, eh?). 
Our Ube bonsai friends were at the station to meet us with a translator, a delightful lady called 
Miyako.  They took us to our hotel and then to see the sights of Ube.  For the next three days we 
were treated like royalty by our hosts Mr Okamoto and Mr Fujita 
The biggest thing happening on 3rd February was the Setsubun  Festival which happens at this 
time every year.  It is officially the last day of winter and is a Shinto Festival (Shinto, of course, is 
the official religion of Japan but they are usually Buddhists as well and may also throw in a bit of 
Christianityðvery adaptable people).  We went to a Shinto Shrine, Nakatsuse Jinja, in Ube for 
the festival where we looked a bit conspicuous because of our strange (i.e. non-Japanese) 
appearance.  Surprisingly, we met another Australian who comes from Caves Beach and has 
lived in Ube for 16 years teaching English at the University.  He introduced us to the Shinto priest 
who welcomed us and invited us to have tea (mugi cha, made from roasted soy beans) which, of 
course, we did.  That night Mr Okamoto took us to his favourite Yakitori restaurant. 
On our second day in Ube, we had an audience with the deputy mayor (we were supposed to 
meet the Mayor but something came up and he could not make it) who chatted to us for a while 
and presented us with gifts.  We gave him a book about Newcastle and a bottle of Australian red 
wine which he seemed to appreciate.  He also invited the local press and we featured on the 
front page of the local paper, the Ube Nippo, with a colour photo.  Photo below shows us with the 
Deputy Mayor (between Bob and me), Mr Okamoto, President of Ube Bonsai (far left) and Mr 
Fujita, Secretary of Ube Bonsai (second from right).  The man at far right is the Director of the 
Policy Department at the Ube City Office, Mr Matsuo, who said that he likes Australian wine. 
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After meeting the Deputy Mayor we were taken to the homes of Abe-san and Agawa-san, two of 

the Ube branch members, to view their bonsai - both excellent collections of beautiful trees.  This 

may be the subject of a future newsletter article.  We have photos. 

We had lunch at the ANA Hotel in Ube and in the afternoon we visited Mr Fujitaôs house. Fujita-

san has the most amazing collection of mini bonsai, all beautifully tended and lovingly cared for.  

Fujita-san is retired and works on his bonsai every day (the word he used was ñplayò not work). 

That night we had a Sukiyaki Party, the Japanese  version of a barbecue, I think, with most of 

the Ube Bonsai members.  They all brought photos of Newcastle Bonsai Society members who 

had been there in the past and asked after them.  They remembered them all very well and were 

genuinely interested in getting news of them.  The Sukiyaki Party was a great night with lots of 

good food and good company and, of course, quite a lot of beer and sake.  We gave gifts to the 

Ube people and they were all very warm and friendly and made us feel very welcome.  Picture 

below shows most of us at the Sukiyaki party.  Giving giftsðPennyôs mugs and pots, Pat 

Kennedy pots, wine, badges and other stuff ... 

On the third day, after a tour of Yamaguchi City, we had a very traditional and exceptionally good 

vegetarian lunch in the back of a temple.  In the late afternoon we went to Okamoto-sanôs home 

to view his outstanding bonsai collection.  This was followed by dinner at Okamotoôs cooked by 

his wife and two daughters  -  sushi, sashimi, tempura, oden and fugu (puffer fish).  We also had 

roasted Gingko nuts and plenty of beer and a special bottle of sake.  We were presented with 

Ube ties and hand towels (and a pendant for Wendy) and driven back to our hotel feeling, once 

again, overwhelmed by the hospitality of our Ube friends.  Next morning they took us to the  

station, Bob and I resplendent in our Ube ties, and waved us off.  Just amazing!!   


