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NEWCASTLE BONSAI SOCIETY

Newsletter

The next meeting and workshop will be on Saturday 10 October 2009 at the Warners
Bay Guide Hall. Committee meeting is at 9.30am All members are welcome to attend the
committee meeting but cannot vote

Last Meeting Chris Allnutt gave us an interesting and informative talk on preparing trees
for showing. Chris is very knowledgeable and experienced. He always has plenty of useful
information to share and he does it very well.

AGM. Our AGM continued at the September meeting. The AGM was not concluded in
August as we had no nominations for Treasurer and Assistant Treasurer. At the
September meeting we continued the AGM and elected Graham Wilson as Treasurer and
Ann Miller as Assistant Treasurer. We also elected two more people to the committee T Liz
Weiss and Bob Nieass. Thanks to all of these people for agreeing to help out in the
running of the club.

2009 Show. The 2009 Show is only three weeks after the October meeting. So, if you
need to, bring along trees that you intend to put in the show for some help preparing them
for display.

There will be a Club Sales Table at the show where you can sell surplus bonsai, plants
suitable for bonsai, pots, tools, etc. If you have stuff to sell, you will need to fill out a Sales
Log beforehand and bring it along with the stuff you wish to sell so that all of your sales
may be recorded accurately and so that you get paid the correct amount for your sales.
Club commission is 10% on all sales.

A Sales Log form is attached to this newsletter for your use and more forms will be
available at the October meeting.

Annual Fees: Fees were due on 1° July and if they are not paid by 31°' August you will be
unfinancial . So if you havenoét paid yet,
family.

Raffle winner was Jerry and Jerry

Newsletter. Baden is now the Newsletter Editor if you have any articles or contributions for
consideration, please email them to him at bonsaidruid@yahoo.com.au.

NEWCASTLE BONSAI SOCIETY
Newcastle Bonsai Society meets on the second Saturday of every month at the Warners Bay Guide Hall Cnr Burton
Rd and Lamington Drive, Mt. Hutton. A bonsai workshop commences at 10.30 a.m. which usually includes a dem-
onstration. There will be a committee meeting commencing at 9.30am and all members are welcome to attend.

www.newcastlebonsai.org.au
P.O. Box 521 KOTARA N.S.W. 2289
PRESIDENT: David Wood (49 664 312) SECRETARY: Geoff Farris (49 529 376)
TREASURER: EDITOR: Baden Willmott ( 0423 626 290)




PREPARING YOUR TREES for EXHIBITION.
With CHRIS ALNUTT

You have to be able to understand your trees and their growth to be able to prepare them
for exhibition. You have to know what you c
time. You need to know how | ong after you c
leaves by the time the exhibition is on. You need to know when to fertilize them so that they will
be at their best during the exhibition 1 not the week after.
On the subject of fertilizers, the main difference between synthetic and organic ones is -

Synthetic fertilizers are absorbed fast and are used up fast.
Organic fertilizers are absorbed more slowly and last longer.

On the same subject, soil conditioners are not fertilizers; they act on the soil allowing
the microorganisms to improve the soil so that the tree can absorb the fertilizer bet-
ter.

Before your tree is ready to go into a bonsai pot, you want to get good strong growth from
it so you use a fertilizer high in nitrogen. Once your tree has matured and ready to be planted
into a bonsai pot, it doesndét need to have
gen. Chris fertilizes all year round, changing to one low in nitrogen over winter. Coming up to a
show Chris recommends using fish emulsion so as not to accidentally burn the roots and/leaves.
Chris also changes fertilizers from year to year. They are all slightly different in their chemical
composition and changing the fertilizers will benefit the tree i a bit like having a different meal at
night.

A very important point to remember is to
Di sease0o. Ric Roberts and Grant Bowie coine
that way. Nearly all the trees were bending backwards. Trees should be bending towards the
viewer. Masculine trees, eg. Japanese Black pines should bend forward slightly and feminine
trees should bow more.

When preparing pines for exhibition, you need to balance the height of the candles. Pinch
or cut the taller ones to make all the candles of a similar height. This will not be good for the
growth of the tree, so after the exhibition, Chris takes all the candles off.

The Shimpaku juniper in the photo still needs developing. It has South Coast Disease, the
head is too large for the size of the tree and also needs more light into the center or branches
will die off. When trimming the foliage (plucking), try to make the head into cloud-like shapes i
dondét have it as one big ball of foliage. B
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When potting up your trees, dondét have a
Have a variation or uneven line between moss and pebbles to make it more natural and no moss
up to or on the trunk. Leave the surface clean and clear of dead leaves or needles.

Pots are cleaned with a cloth and soapy

Stands should be the right size. You should be able to put a fist on either side of the pot or
the stand will be too small. When using Soe or Suiseki, you have to match them with the tree
size, colour, style and position. The Manchurian Pear in the photos is matched with a soe, then a
couple of siusekis of differing sizes after
ground is very busy, you can still see what a difference each one makes. Chris also pointed out
that they should all be positioned on the opposite side so the suiseki goes with the flow of the
tree.

Chris also mentioned several good tips when growing trees.

With pines, cut the needles in autumn. This will slightly starve the tree and the new
needles coming through in spring will be shorter.

Fertilize Chinese EIms with a high nitrogen based fertilizer going into autumn. | missed
why.

To get a fat base on elms, let suckers grow to pencil-thick before cutting off i sacrifice
shoots on the trunk wondt wor k.

Shimpaku and Casurina prunings go back into the pot i they love it! Stop plucking
around March or youdll have brown bit

Chris gave out a lot more information, but | was too slow to get it down on paper but

he certainly gave us plenty to try. Thanks, Chris.

U7

vat e



Pictures from the National Collection in Canberra

One year after opening 38, 000 people have visited the Collection...Have
you?

Why not think about combining it with a visit to Floriade, our National Floral
Festival, on every September

Thanks again to David Wood for great Photo's
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Phone: 9654 1893
Fax: (02) 9654 2237
www.raynescibonsai.com

RAY NESCI
BONSAI NURSERY

26 Sagars Road Dural NSW 2158

*New Carving Tool Attachments Just In*
(As seen by past European Demonstrators)

From : Bonsai Design Holland, www.samurai.nl

Samurai 6mm shaft - $259( Very powerful & efficient in bulk clearing of wood)

‘Samurai jr 6mm shaft - $173( Ideal for detailed work in difficult places)

Ninja 6mm shaft - $199(For work on medium and large sze trees where precision & accuracy are needed)

Shogun short 6mm shaft- $168 ( Long length carving attachment of 62mm, enables insertation deep into the
tree to create Saba miki)

Shogun long 6mm shaft - $188(As per Shogun short)

(For pictures and additional information see above website)
For purchase enquiries phone number as above or email: raynescibonsai@bigpond.com




JOBS for OCTOBER

After flowering, some trees (wisteria, azaleas, magnolias,
flowering quinces) will need to have their old flowers re-
moved and you need to prune them back to a couple of di-
rectional buds to keep the growth compact. After cutting off,
fertilize well as the trees will be exhausted from making
flowers and fruit. Some trees eg. Crab apples, pyracanthas
cotoneasters, dono6t have thei
have fruit in autumn. If you have trees that have produced a
lot of fruit you should remove at least 2/3 so as not to stress
the tree or you could end up losing it.

Fertilizing should be in full swing now but remember not to fer-
tilize a stressed, sick or newly-re-potted tree. Under these
circumstances, Seasol is the product to use.

Figs need to be fertilized regularly now to build up their
strength for when you defoliate them later in the year to de-
crease leaf size. This will also work with maples and liquid-
ambers.

Aerial layers can be taken now.

Trim back long growth to keep the foliage compact and im-
prove ramification.

Junipers can have their tips pinched back and candles on
black pines can be pinched in half when they become elon-
gated. This will ensure shorter internodes on the branches
in the future. For a beginner, these trees can be a bit daunt-
ing as they have special needs and specific times for certain
procedures to be carried out. Ask for help from experienced
members.

Check that wiring isndot cuttin
particularly, thicken up quickly at this time of year so be alert
and check often.

Privets are starting to flower now. So be responsible T enjoy
the flowers and remove them before the fruit forms.

All evergreens can safely be re-potted now i figs, olives,
privet, lillypilly, azaleas, camellias, magnolias, gardenias
once they have finished flowering.



When re-potting into bonsai pots, choose the pot carefully.
Glazed pots usually go with deciduous, flowering and fruit-
ing trees. Unglazed pots are used for evergreens such as
pines and junipers.

Australian natives are often best grown in freeform, rustic
and earthy pots simulating the environment where they

grow naturally.
LAST CHANCE TO GET YOUR TREES IN PERFECT OR-
DER FOR OUR EXHIBITION!

Bonsai Diabetes Fundraiser

We are holding our annual Bonsai Diabetes fundraiser on Sunday
25™ October at our house to raise money for the Juvenile Diabetes
Research Foundation i Newcastle Walk for a Cure.

As most of you know our son Cody has diabetes. Karen and | would
like to invite all club members to our house for the afternoon, enjoy a
sausage sizzle, cake, cuppa and drinks with us and look at all the
trees.

Please try and come, ités an

Date, time: 25", October, 12.00 pm onwards.

Entry: $5 donation to Juvenile Diabetes, tax receipt provided.

Sausage sizzle, cake and a cuppal/ soft drinks provided. BYOG.

Lucky door and raffle prizes running on the day.

RSVP, 21 October.

Contact Karen or Greg on 49 588882 for directions or grab a flyer
from the next club day.




DIARY DATES

October 2-13 - Nelson Bay Display and sale 10-4pm Admission Free

October11-12 - Wauchope Bonsai Club Exhibition, Timbertown, 9.30 to 4.30

October10-11 - Bi | pi n Garden Clubds Spring FIl owe

October 15-18 - Berry 2009 Gardens Festival, Berry, NSW
October 16-18 - Galston & District Garden Club - Open Gardens
October 25 - Bonsai Diabetes Fundraiser

October24-25 - Sc hool Oof Bonsai annual show at

October24-25 - I ri s Soci ety Of Australiads I ris

Oct 30, 31 & Nov 1 - Newcastle Bonsai Society 2009 Exhibition at Club Macquarie.
November 7-8 - Central Coast Bonsai Society Annual Show

March 2010 - Australian Plants As Bonsai Show, Canberra
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DISCLAIMER

The opinions and information expressed in this newsletter are those of th

author and not necessarily those of the Newcastle Bonsai Society.
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EXAMPLE OF SALES LOG SHEET

Tree, Bonsai Item, etc. Owners Asking Sold For | Sold by Club commis-
Initials Price sion

Olive stump untrained G.JHO01 $50.00 $45.00 Dave $5.00

Bonsai book G.J.HO2 $5.00 $5.00 LIZ $0.50

SALES LOG SHEET

NAME




