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NEWCASTLE BONSAI SOCIE

Newsletter

The Friendly Club

1  The next meeting and workshop  will be on Saturday 14 August 2010 at the
Warners Bay Guide Hall. Committee meeting is at 9.30am All members are
welcome to attend the committee meeting but cannot vote.

1 NEWCASTLE BONSAI SOCIETY SHOW will be held at a new Venue
57 6™ & 7" November Charlestown Bowling Club

1 Raffle Winners for July were Doris Jean and Elaine

T  October Meeting Megumi Bennett will be coming to do a Demonstration 1 be
sure not to miss it

1  Chris De Nola will be on In a Minute sometime this monthi one to watch for

1  Penny needs old or torn sheets to make pouches for orphaned wildlifel can
you help

Special guest Demonstration
August Meeting 10.30 for a 11am start

Lee Wright

Talking on Natives as Bonsai and Pots

NEWCASTLE BONSAI SOCIETY
Newcastle Bonsai Society meets on the second Saturday of every month at the Warners Bay Guide Hall Cnr Burton
Rd and Lamington Drive, Mt. Hutton. A bonsai workshop commences at 10.30 a.m. which usually includes a dem-
onstration. There will be a committee meeting commencing at 9.30am and all members are welcome to attend.
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The Origin of Bunjin, part Il
From The Few To The Many

The Bunjin Bonsai that reached at the beginning of the Meiji period
gradually began to attract the attention of the Imperial Family, High
ranking Courtiers, officials and the upper class in general. In those
days, appreciation of Bunjin bonsai was still strongly tinged with sino-
philismi the trees emulated the principles of Chinese paintings and
were styled to look just like trees in miniature. Bonsai were also merely
decorative, like the paintings and antiques that were also displayed in
teahouses.

In the middle of the Meiji period, bunjin bonsai were being introduced to
the lower classes. However, this era saw Japan win a war against
China and Russia and Japanese nationalism was very high. As a result
the bunjin spirit and Japanese esprit de corps clashed. In this compli-
cated situation, bonsai began to be conceived as an art, defined as a
work by hand that is more natural than nature, always imagining and
aspiring to natural beauty.

In Kyoto and Osaka, bonsai had become quite popular, and there were
exhibitions of bunjin bonsai, which were thought as being of exquisite
taste and glorifying the beauty of nature. But now it was based on
something more than Chinese culture, or to define it in the nationalistic
tone of the time: the most sublime manifestation of the most sublime art
of the most sublime spirituality.

A the end of the Meiji era, bunjin trees were defined by there thin trunks
and tall, graceful curves. In fact, this was the concept of bunjin style that
has endured to this day. However, | should like to make a few clarifica-
tions. Although generally trees of long thin trunks are Bunjin trees
lashed by wind or cascading trees can also fall into this category. More
than just style, it is fitting to speak of a complete aesthetic. Trees of any
species may become Bunjini you can make use of trees that have lost
their lower branches, or have been damaged in a fall and only have
branches on one side. If a tree has been shaped so that the trunk, the
branches, the leaves, the pot, the base and the accent plant harmonise
then you have a Bunjin Bonsai



BONSAI TODAY

As you have gathered from the discussion so far, the definition of bunjin
Is very imprecise. To help you understand what bunijin is, the following
may be enlightening.

The spirit of bunjin, which originated in China, challenged authority and
conventional society, taking up the cause of free spiritual ethics. From
the end of the Edo period to the beginning of the Meiji era, the bunijin
class enjoyed contemplating their favourite bonsai along with their most
valued possessionsd their writing desks, paintings, suiseki, and similar
types of items.

Today it is said that bonsai can be admired while enjoying tea. There is
no more precise definition. The basic idea to keep in mind is that bunjin
la way of admiring bonsai. You will know if a tree is bunjin style when
other people gazing at it decide it is bunjin style.




JOBS for AUGUST

Winter is soon coming to an end and you should be finishing off re-potting your de-
ciduous trees now.

If you have any flowering trees in bud, hold off fertilizing until after flowering or you
will risk losing the flowers to new leaf growth. Also, avoid pruning at this time. If you
have to cut back, cut back to a leaf bud 1 they are thinner than blossom buds.

Dig out any deciduous trees you have growing in the ground and move them to a
growing box and sort out the root system while they are free of soil. Spread the
roots radially around the trunk and cut off those that are growing straight down un-
derneath the trunk. If most of the roots are growing straight down, remove them
gradually over a few seasons.

Generally, from mid-August to mid-September, is an ideal time to re-pot privets, ol-
Ives, pyracanthas, cotoneasters, buxus, camellias and most Aussie natives just be-
fore new growth appears. All conifers can be re-potted from late August to Septem-
ber.

With accent plants i grasses and bamboos etc. can be cut back to ground level
and fertilized or re-potted and placed in a sunny spot to encourage fresh, new
growth. Cutting them to ground level will make them look tidier as there is no dead
foliage mixed with the new shoots.

This is really the best time of year to re-pot Hinoki Cypresses, spruces and cedars
without encountering maj-potthepervaribtiese ms . Don
Keep conifers in shape at this time of year by pinching out the tips of the candles

which slows down their elongation. Remove or prune back new shoots growing out

of proportion to the rest of the tree and away from the outline and overall shape of

the tree.

Deciduous trees really put on a growth spurt at this time of year and you will need
to keep an eye on them daily especially if they are wired. To keep the new growth
compact and full, pinch out or cut back to just one pair of new buds at the base of
each branch. This procedure is for mature trees.

Remove spent flowers and start fertilizing azaleas and camellias and wisterias. A
week or two later, start pruning and wiring as the branches will be flexible enough
to bend. Check often to make sure itods n

At this time of year, use a high Nitrogen fertilizer. Start off with a smaller dose than
normal and build up to full strength gradually.
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Trees positioned in full sun over Winter, can now be moved back to their original
(or similar) positions ready for the coming Summer.

By the end of August, early-sprouting deciduous trees, such as Chinese elms, can

have their first pruning to encourage short internodes and multiple branching rather
than long elongated growth unless you are trying to thicken the branches. Any die-

back that occurred over Winter can now be cut back.

Now is a great time to place deciduous trees such as Chinese elms and trident ma-
ples on rocks to produce Root-Over-Rock designs. Have a selection of rocks ready
before you start. Choose a smallish tree with long roots. There are many maga-
zines and books in our library that show you how to do this style. So utilize our li-
brary.
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so dono waste your time and money. You
BRING YOUR EXHIBITION TREES IN FOR MORE GROOMING. EARLY PREPA-
RATION WILL SAVE YOU A LOT OF LAST -MINUTE PANICKING!

Phone: 9654 1893
Fax: (02) 9654 2237
www.raynescibonsai.com

RAY NESCI
BONSAI NURSERY

26 Sagars Road Dural NSW 2158

*New Carving Tool Attachments Just In*
(As seen by past European Demonstrators)

-rom : Bonsai Design Holland, www.samurai.nl

Samurai 6mm shaft - $259( Very powerful & efficient in bulk clearing of wood)
Samurai jr 6mm shaft - $173( Ideal for detailed work in difficult places)
\inja 6mm shaft - $199(For work on medium and large sze trees where precision & accuracy are needed)

Shogun short 6mm shaft- $168 ( Long length carving attachment of 62mm, enables insertation deep into the
ree to create Saba miki)

shogun long 6mm shaft - $188(As per Shogun short)

For pictures and additional information see above website)
For purchase enquiries phone number as above or email: raynescibonsai@bigpond.com



Winter is the perfect
time of the year to see
the true ramification of
your trees. It allows us
to see the tree as it truly
IS

Above and right
are trident Maples

Left is a Zelkova




