
1 

Newsletter 

  

N E W C A S T L E  B O N S A I  S O C I E T Y  
Newcastle Bonsai Society meets on the second Saturday of every month at the Warners Bay Guide Hall Cnr Burton 
Rd and Lamington Drive, Mt. Hutton. A bonsai workshop commences at 10.30 a.m. which usually includes a dem-
onstration.  There will be a committee meeting commencing at 9.30am and all members are welcome to attend.     

www.newcastlebonsai.org.au                      
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NEWCASTLE BONSAI SOCIETY 

 

¶  The next meeting and workshop will be on Saturday 13 March 2010 at the Warners Bay 
 Guide Hall.  Committee meeting is at 9.30am  All members are welcome to attend the 

 committee meeting but cannot vote. 

 

¶  Raffle  winners from the February Meeting are 

 Matt A 
 Ann K 
 J Semken 
  

¶  NEWCASTLE BONSAI SOCIETY SHOW will be held at a new Venue 
 5th 6th & 7th November 
 Charlestown Bowling Club:  5 Lincoln Street, Charlestown, NSW, 2290. 
 www.charlestownbc.com.au 
  

  

¶  BUS TRIP 
 To the Collectors Plant Fair Woodgreen, 27 Powells Road, Bilpin NSW, Australia 
 This trip will be either on the Saturday 17th or Sunday 18th April ( will confirm at the next  
 meeting) 
 Cost has yet to be confirmed depends on the bus company $20 or $25 we hope to keep it 
 to this. There will be a $10 entry fee into this event 
 With a stop on the return trip to Bonsai Environment at Vineyard. 

 Normal Pick up Hexham, Charlestown, Swansea and Ourimbah. 
 We need names at the next 2 meetings: March or  April meeting 
 www.collectorsplantfair.com.au 
  

¶  Congratulations  to Glen B and his partner Claire on the birth of their son Ross 

 

 

 

http://www.collectorsplantfair.com.au
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The Beginnings of an Addiction  
 
I have a friend whoôs been a long time bonsai lover, for ages I have been agog at what he does 
to trees. Heôd often said I have an eye for seeing what is hiding in a tree, so I thought to myself 
why not ójust do itô (to quote óthatô brand). 
 
In my yard is a she-oak (casuarina cunninghamiana), its about 5yrs old. It came up all by itself 
and has had a hard life; hit by the mower, beheaded by a whipper snipper, even run over by a 
car! yet still it kept growing. 
 
So about a week ago, said mate was over helping in the yard and I ask ñwould this make a good 
bonsai?ò. Before I even finish the question comes the reply ñdo you have a saw?ò. I said yes & 
thatôs where the journey starts. In under 5mins all the branches & foliage are gone! I am thinking 
my god this is brutal (so much for a gentle art form) 
 
5 minutes later there is a hole in the ground and the tree is soaking in a bucket of water. He 
made a root hook out of some old wire scrounged from the back shed & I got the secateurs. The 
he explained how to tease out the roots, which ones to cut (the heavy ones) and which to leave 
(every fine root possible) 
 
I made a shallow pot by cutting a big one in half then i learnt how to pot up, making sure all the 
gaps around the roots were filled so there is no air pockets. We  positioned it under a tree in the 
shade and watered it in. I was given strict instructions to water regularly so it does not become 
dry at any stage and ñleave the bloody thing aloneò so thatôs what I have been doing. But every 
day I look at her and talk to her encouragingly. 
 
After it was all finished my mate pulled up a few pages on the web to show me what this tree can 
look like when done well, I cant wait for mine to look like that . 
 
Thanks for the gift mate. 
A new bonsai nut. 
 
 

Mate: always a pleasure getting someone else addicted to growing trees! In no time at all you will 

surpass me & that will make me even prouder  
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The Monthly Tree  
 
This is a new section for Members to show of their favourite trees. As everyone cant get to the 
meetings we thought it would be an idea to show everyone some of the trees that turn up on the 
display table and talk about their pros and cons as well as visions for the future 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What is it?  

Olea europa(?) fruits regularly 
 
How long have you had it?  
20 yrs, grown from 10yr old nursery stock. 
 
What do you like about it?  

Itôs fragile curiosity and constantly changing nature. 
 
What would you like to improve?  
The pad structure. 
 
Any other commentsé 

Due to the hollow trunk it is difficult to do any major wire work, restricting it to the smaller 
branches. 
It is known as the fairy tree. 
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